AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 21, 2002
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 11, 2002

SENATE BILL No. 1988

Introduced by Senator Polanco
(Coauthor: Senator Karnette)

February 22, 2002

An act to add Article 6 (commencing with 8780) to Chapter 4 of Part
6 of the Education Code, relating to environmental education, and
making an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 1988, as amended, Polanco. Environmental education fund.

Existing law contains various provisions regarding environmental
education, including a grant program that funds programs in public
schools, community colleges, and regional conservation education
centers for the purpose of conservation education.

This bill would create an Environmental Education Fund in which
funds from public or private organizations anrd—+reney—jadgments
contributionsmade pursuant to the settlemenht state or federal-eeurt
lawsuit may be deposited to fund environmental education. The bill
wouldreguiremake an appropriation by requirirthe Superintendent
of Public Instruction, each fiscal year, to allocate 60% of the funds for
environmental education in the public scheels;—ane;—as—pari-of that

e#e*eeeds—speemed—ameanﬁe b|II would requwe the remalnlng
40% of the funds to be allocated-te-the-Califernia—District-Atterneys
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Asseciation—fer—the—EnvirenmentalProject—and—the—Enwvirenmental

Cireuit—Prosecutor—Projech nonprofit organization that serves
educatend-trainr-distrcttity attorneys;-eitydistrict attorneysandtheir

staff, and investigators-imn thefair and uniformenforcement of-state
and-federabnvironmental lawsind the advancement of emvimental
justice

Vote: majority. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 6 (commencing with Section 8780) is
added to Chapter 4 of Part 6 of the Education Code, to read:

Article 6. Environmental Education Fund

8780. (a) The Environmental Education Fund is hereby
created in the State Treasury for the purposes of this article.
Transfers of funds from public or private organizations and
apprepriatemoeneytudgmentsof astate-erfederal-esurtmay be
contributions tahe fund made pursuant to the settlement of a state
or federal lawsuit may beeposited into the fund and shall be
administered by the department for the purposes of this article.

(b) Each fiscal year, the department shall allocate funds from
the Environmental Education Fund, which are continuously
appropriated tthe department for this purpose, for environmental
education in accordance with the following schedule:

(1) An amount equal to 60 percent of the balance in the fund
shall be allocated by the Superintendent of Public Instruction for
purposes of environmental education in the publlc schools.
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—3— SB 1988

(A) The department may use these funds for environmental
education programs described in Article 4 (commencing with
Section 8750).

(B) The department shall allocate funds pursuant to this
paragraph to school districts representing all geographical
regions of the state, including both rural and urban regions.

(C) Any funds not expended for the purpose of this paragraph
during the fiscal year in which the funds are allocated shall be
carried over to the following fiscal year for the same purpose.

.

(D) The department may expend up to 10 percent of the funds
allocated pursuant to this paragraph on administrative and
overhead costs necessary to implement this paragraph.

(2) An amount equal to 40 percent of the balance in the fund
shall beallocated by the Superintendent of Public Instructierto the

CalferntaDistriet-Atterneys-Assoctationtor-the Ervirenmental

envirenmental-Hawsa nonprofit organization that serves to

educate city attorneys, district attorneys, and their deputies and
investigators on the fair and uniform enforcement of
environmental laws and the advancement of environmental
justice. The nonprofit organization shall use the funds exclusively
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for the purposes of environmental education and the advancement
of environmental justice.

(A) Any funds not expended for the purpose of the program
during the fiscal year in which the funds are allocated shall be
carried over to the following fiscal year for the same purpose.

(B) For each fiscal year in which—the—Califernia—Dbistrict
Atterneys-Assectatiora nonprofit organizatiorreceives funds
pursuant to this paragraph, the—California—DBistret—Attorneys
Asseetattennonprofit organizationshall prepare a report that
itemizes the expenditure of the funds. The report shall be
submitted to the Legislature and the department on or before
September 1 of the fiscal year following the fiscal year in which
the funds are received. The department or the Joint Legislative
Audit Committee may audit the records-efthe-Califernia-Bistrict
Atternreys-Assectatiora nonprofit organizatiorrelating to the
expenditure of funds pursuant to this paragraph.

(c) Not later than 36 months after funds are first allocated from
the Environmental Education Fund pursuant to subdivision (b),
the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall submit a report to
the Legislature itemizing the expenditure of funds pursuant to this
article and describing each program or institute funded and the
accomplishments of each program or institute.
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